



















































planted	 in	 corn,	 more	 than	 12.5	
billion	bushels	of 	corn	will	be	moved	






	 To	help	 farmers	move	 this	 ever	
increasing	 bounty,	 a	 farm-equip-

















	 “The	 agricultural	 economy	 has	
been	 in	a	positive	upswing	 for	 the	
past	several	years	and	we	have	high	
hopes	 for	 2009	 and	beyond,”	 says	
Jerry	Ecklund,	Unverferth	advertising	
manager.




	 The	 company,	 based	 in	Kalida,	
Ohio,	 makes	 tillage	 implements,	
grain,	 hay	 and	 manure	 handling	




	 Family	 owned	 Unverferth	 has	
been	in	Shell	Rock	since	1988,	when	












	 The	 $7-million	 expansion	
was	 awarded	 $200,000	 from	 the	






























tive	 director	 of 	
the	Butler	County	

















a	40	percent	 increase	 in	 corn	and	
soybean	yields	by	2018.	












need	 to	 handle	 Iowa’s	 corn	 and	
soybean	crops.
	 This	 “Iowa	 Innovators”	 article	 is	 a	
joint	 project	 of 	 the	 Iowa	Department	 of 	
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Newspaper	Association.	If 	you	have	business	
stories	to	share	in	a	future	column,	contact	
IDED,	 200	 East	 Grand	 Avenue,	
































	 Vivètique	 first	 opened	 its	 doors	
in	 the	“Crown	City”	of 	Pasadena,	
California	 in	 1917,	 where	 the	







square-foot	 facility	will	 employ	 10	
Iowans	 to	 produce	 Vivètique	 all-
natural	mattresses,	comforters,	pillows	
and	other	items	that	go	into	not	just	







































	 “By	opening	a	plant	east	of 	 the	
Rockies,	we	can	reduce	our	carbon	









munity	 of 	 Lucas	
is	also	a	big	deal,	
says	Ruth	Comer,	
director	 of 	 the	
Lucas	 County	
D e v e l o pm e n t	
Corporation.









	 The	 expansion	 project	was	 lev-
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tinues	 to	 be	 a	 source	 of 	 tremen-
dous	 growth	 for	 Iowa,”	 says	Mike	
Tramontina,	 Iowa	 Department	
o f 	 Economic	


























































	 As	 one	 of 	 the	 state’s	 57	 termi-











M i n n e a p o l i s	
to	 the	 north,”	
notes	Darlington.	


























says	Darlington,	 who	 is	 especially	
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